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well as neighboring Georgia counties. A three-
faceted educational emphasis is on academic
programs for transferability, technical pro-
grams for specialized career competencies
and health sciences programs for specialized
training in the health field.

Madam Speaker, please join me in wishing
Southern Union a happy 100th anniversary.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN WIL-
LIAMS AND HIS SERVICE TO THE
HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2022

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
thank John Williams for his service to the
House Committee on the Judiciary.

John came to the Committee as merely the
last step in a distinguished career in public
service. He previously worked for various of-
fices on Capitol Hill, including for former Rep-
resentative Baron Hill of Indiana, the House
Committee on Rules, the House Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform, and the
Senate Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation. He has also held positions
at the Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee, the IMPAC 2000 redistricting
project, and, most recently-before rejoining us
on the Hill-at the Federal Communications
Commission. John received his bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of Virginia, his Ph.D.
from the University of Chicago, and his J.D.
from Georgetown University Law Center.

John joined the Committee on the Judiciary
as Senior Counsel and Parliamentarian in No-
vember 2019, as the House was in the midst
of its first impeachment inquiry into then-Presi-
dent Trump. His knowledge of House proce-
dure and parliamentary rules were critical as
we navigated the first Presidential impeach-
ment in two decades—and again a year later
as we conducted the second impeachment of
that same president.

John has played an integral role advising
me, our subcommittee chairs, and staff over
the course of more than 75 committee hear-
ings and more than 100 bill votes in com-
mittee and on the House floor. John also
worked especially closely with our subcommit-
tees as we participated in several reconcili-
ation processes this Congress.

John’s knowledge and counsel have been
invaluable as we have worked to deliver tan-
gible results for the American people over the
past two years. His guidance has helped us
move dozens of bills through both chambers
of Congress and to the President’'s desk. We
will miss John’s work ethic and counsel as he
takes the next step in his career.

We thank John for his service to the Com-
mittee and wish him the best of luck with this
new chapter.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF LULA MARIE EDWARDS

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 8, 2022

Ms. SEWELL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the life and legacy of Lula Marie
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Edwards, an entrepreneur, exemplary commu-
nity leader, and pioneering nurse during the
Civil Rights Movement who passed at age 92
on February 1, 2022.

Mrs. Edwards was born one of six children
on September 6, 1929, in Orville, AL, to the
late James and Mary Scott-Harris. Valuing
education even as a child, Mrs. Edwards was
the first person in her family to graduate from
high school at the top of the 1948 Keith High
School inaugural graduating class. She contin-
ued her education at Selma University, where
she studied to become an educator. However,
after caring for her ailing brother Robert, Mrs.
Edwards gained the attention of the nuns at
Good Samaritan Hospital, and they encour-
aged her to become a nurse. Upon completing
her LPN training at Good Samaritan School of
Nursing in 1953, she served as a pioneering
African American nurse treating the Foot Sol-
diers who were bludgeoned during “Bloody
Sunday” in 1965, as they peacefully dem-
onstrated for the equal right to vote.

During her time at Good Samaritan Hospital,
Mrs. Edwards served dutifully, working in
every area of the hospital from 1953 until the
hospital’s closure. Continuing to serve her
community as a healthcare professional, she
went on to work at Vaughan Regional Hospital
and Dr. Ernest Okeke Family Medicine before
ultimately retiring from nursing in 1995 at 42.
Upon her retirement, she was honored by Chi
Eta Phi Nursing Sorority, Inc. for her extraor-
dinary contributions to the nursing profession.

Spending much of her childhood in Siloam
Baptist Church, Mrs. Edwards devoted her life
to Christ at an early age. She was a member
of the Queen of Peace Catholic Church before
joining the Mt. Zion Primitive Baptist Church,
where she faithfully served in various capac-
ities including, the Mother of the church, a
member of the Missionary Society, and an ac-
tive Sunday school member. Mrs. Edwards
was also an ardent fundraiser for the church
and consistently encouraged the youth and
supported all church activities.

Dedicating her life to helping others, Mrs.
Edwards exuded a sense of community, con-
tinuing, to help people outside of the hospital
setting by opening her home to provide
healthcare to people who otherwise would not
have had access to it earning her the title
“neighborhood doctor.” As an enterprising
woman, she also served as a landlord opening
homes on her property once again, to those in
need providing affordable housing for her ten-
ants and creating a safe haven for the entire
community.

Mrs. Edwards was preceded in death by her
parents James and Mary Harris, loving hus-
band Amos Edwards, son James “Ebo” Ervin,
sister Nellie B. Jackson, brothers Andrew
Jackon (A.J.) Harris, James “Lil Buddy” Har-
ris, Jr., and grandson Kenneth “Ken Bear”
Edwards Sr. She is survived by her children,
Brenda (Steven) Brazzell, Anthony Edwards,
Amy (Roosevelt) Marzette, Stephanie Menifee,
Louis (Lisa) Edwards, Bonita (Calvin) An-
drews, and Derrick (Adrein) Edwards, sixty-
two grandchildren, seventeen great-grand-
children, seven great-great grandchildren,
brothers Robert Harris, Sr. and Lovie Lee Har-
ris, faithful God daughter Nancy Clark Jack-
son, and a host of additional relatives, mem-
bers of her church family, friends, and commu-
nity children.

On behalf of Alabama’s 7th Congressional
District, | ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
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ognizing the life and legacy of Lula Marie
Edwards and her contributions to the Selma
community.
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Tuesday, February 8, 2022

Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to a man who was a com-
mitted educator and public servant, who lived
by the Biblical teaching to “act justly, love
mercy, and walk humbly.” He also happened
to be a very dear friend for more than 40
years, Dr. David E. Rivers transitioned from
this life on February 4, 2022, and he will be
sorely missed by all who had the honor of
knowing him.

Dr. Rivers was born on June 7, 1943, in
Fayetteville, Georgia. He was the second of
five children born to Joseph and Lorine Rivers.
He earned undergraduate and graduate de-
grees in urban affairs, political science and
public administration at Georgia State Univer-
sity. He went on to graduate from the National
Urban Fellows Program in Public Administra-
tion at Yale University and the Riley Institute
Diversity Leadership Program at Furman Uni-
versity. He was also a charter member of
Georgia State University’s first Black Greek or-
ganization, Alpha Phi Alpha, Fraternity, Incor-
porated, which was chartered in 1968.

Before beginning his professional career,
Dr. Rivers, served three years in the U.S.
Army. He became Atlanta’s first African Amer-
ican Commissioner of Budget and Planning
under Mayor Maynard Jackson. He held lead-
ership positions on the Atlanta Regional Com-
mission, at Georgia State University, the U.S.
Department off Health and Human Services,
the U.S. Department of Energy and headed
the Public Health Department in the District of
Columbia Government under Mayor Marion
Barry.

All of these experiences were a precursor to
his extraordinary career at the Medical Univer-
sity of South Carolina (MUSC). He joined
MUSC’s faculty in 1995, and served in many
distinguished capacities, promoting partner-
ships between academic institutions, govern-
ment agencies, elected officials, business in-
dustry, faith-based groups, and community ac-
tivists to build healthier communities. At the
time of his death, Dr. Rivers was the Director
of the Public Information and Community Out-
reach Initiative (PICO) at MUSC, a program
he founded.

Dr. Rivers served as Principal Investigator,
administering over $20 million in sponsored
funding during his career, and was a collabo-
rator in securing funding for over $100 million
in national, state, and local programs during
his career. Under his leadership, the PICO Ini-
tiative conducted nationwide Community Lead-
ers Institutes to address the impact of health
disparities and environmental justice issues in
low-income, ethnic minority communities and
other underserved populations.

South Carolina Educational Television pro-
duced his award-winning Community Leaders
Institute programs, which were televised to na-
tional audiences. In recognition of his work on
climate change and its impact across the
United States, Dr. Rivers received multiple
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